Michigan Resource Stewards
Resolution Regarding a Proposed Sulfide Ore Mine in Marquette County by the

Kennecott Minerals Company &
Kennecott Exploration Company

Whereas, Kennecott Exploration Company has completed “target testing” exploration in western Marquette County involving the drilling of underground shafts and construction of settling ponds for the purpose of identifying the quality and quantity of ore bodies in that area, and are now moving into the “evaluation phase” of the exploration and will soon decide whether they intend to construct a sulfide ore mine in the area, and
Whereas, Kennecott owns the mineral rights to 245,000 acres, including mineral rights on 5,500 acres of public lands, in the area immediately east of the McCormick Wilderness Area, and are in the watersheds of high-quality streams including the Yellow Dog, Huron, Salmon-Trout, and Dead Rivers, and
Whereas, This area is renowned for its pristine environment and diverse ecologic communities, including healthy populations of moose, bear, wolves, deer, marten, and other species which require large tracts of wild lands to prosper, and
Whereas, The extraction and processing of sulfide ores is an inherently environmentally-destructive activity due to creation of large amounts of spoils, the creation of sulfuric acid leachate when rain or other waters come into contact with the spoils, and major degradation of lakes and streams whose headwaters are in the vicinity of the mine, and
Whereas, The development and operation of such a mine will dramatically alter the land and environment through the building of infrastructure such as heavy duty access roads, electric power lines, buildings and facilities, the resultant noise and air and water pollution, the destruction of unique characteristics which currently make this a high-quality wilderness area, and will severely impact the economic benefits currently present through tourism, hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, vacationing, and other low-impact uses of the land, and
Whereas, High levels of sulfates and various other metals, as well as acidity, have been documented in test wells near the now-closed Flambeau sulfide ore mine in northern Wisconsin, a mine virtually identical to the Kennecott mine proposed for Michigan, and
Therefore, be it Resolved, That the Michigan Resource Stewards oppose the construction and operation of a sulfide ore mine in the vicinity of Marquette or surrounding counties, and
Be it further Resolved, That the Michigan Resource Stewards urge the Department of Environmental Quality to deny any permit applications for this or other sulfide mine proposals submitted by Kennecott or other mining companies, and to conduct baseline water quality studies in rivers and lakes that could be affected by the proposed mine so as to have a database of water quality information from which any degradation could be determined, and
Be it Finally Resolved, That the Michigan Resource Stewards join with the Eagle Alliance in opposition to this mining proposal. 
Approved at the Regular Meeting of the Resource Stewards on December 10, 2003.

