Resolution on Phosphorous Content in Dishwashing Detergents

WHEREAS phosphorous has long been recognized as the nutrient that 

promotes excessive plant growth and pollution of lakes, often resulting in 

matting and also growth of undesirable invasive species, and 

WHEREAS the control of phosphorous levels in Michigan waters was 

partially accomplished by the implementation of statutory and regulatory 

limits that required phosphorous in laundry detergents sold in Michigan to 

not exceed 0.5 percent, and 

WHEREAS the limits on phosphorous in dishwashing detergents were not 

reduced but remain at the maximum statutory level of 8.7 percent with 

residences now commonly equipped with dishwashers, and 

WHEREAS problem plant growth and species invasion is being increasingly 

reported in inland lakes and the Great Lakes, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Michigan United Conservation 

Clubs work with the Michigan Legislature and the DEQ to make the needed 

changes through statute or administrative rules to also limit phosphorous in 

dishwashing detergents to not exceed 0.5 percent. 
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