RESOLUTION CONCERNING 2004 - HB5313 
A bill to authorize to sale of land conveyed to school boards and municipalities for 
forestry purposes.

Whereas 
Current law has a reversionary clause that land conveyed to schools or other units of government for forestry purposes will revert back to the state when it is no longer used for the purpose specified. Subject Bill removes the reversionary clause allowing the sale of up to 75,272 acres of school forest land. H-2, floor substitute, allows the Department of Natural Resources to withhold “Prime Land”, defined as land within a state forest boundary or any land that provides access to a public body of water. A total of 17,100 acres have been identified as falling in the ‘Prime” land category. 

Whereas 
The subject bill has already passed the House and is now in the Senate Appropriations Committee. A few years ago a similar bill created a storm of protest from the Conservation Community and it failed to pass.
 
Whereas 
Certain schools have expressed an interest in selling lands conveyed to them in order to help solve school budget problems. However, if lands revert back to the state these properties will belong to all Michigan Citizens and not to the few localities fortunate enough to have holdings of significant value.
 
Whereas 
When the Michigan Conservation Foundation and Michigan Resource Stewards last considered this issue we identified several properties that were being managed for the purposes conveyed and are providing significant public values. That is why we opposed this legislation then and are in opposition now.
 
Therefore, Be It Resolved 
That the Michigan Conservation Foundation and Michigan Resource Stewards oppose this legislation and forward our opposition to the Michigan Legislature, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and the Natural Resources Commission.
 
Be It Further Resolved 
That we request the Department of Natural Resources to conduct an audit of all lands conveyed under the original legislation and determine properties not being used according to terms of the conveyance. Properties thus identified should immediately revert to the People of the State of Michigan. 

Submitted by: Michigan Conservation Foundation and Michigan Resources Stewards 
