Resolution: Commercial Use of Public Lands and Waters
Whereas, the commercial use of natural resources on DNR managed public land and water such as metallic minerals, non metallic minerals, oil and gas, guiding, fund raising, sugar bushing, logging, commercial fishing, power production  contribute to Michigan’s prosperity and increases stewardship opportunities, and
Whereas, the public lands and waters themselves have great public value, and
Whereas, most commercial activities have some negative impact on associated resources or other resource uses, and
Whereas, the impact of some commercial uses can cause damage to natural resources and/or other uses that outweighs the benefits, and
Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Michigan Resource Stewards supports the commercial use of public lands and waters if:

the commercial use does not violate deed restrictions or funding restrictions, and

the commercial use is appropriately regulated and/or permitted to protect the land and water, its resources and other uses, and

the commercial use does not create an unacceptable negative impact to the natural resources and other uses, and
the commercial use provides the public with a net increase in value through  fees, royalties, revenues, and local prosperity 

the DNR can provide appropriate controls to protect the public trust.

Be It Further Resolved, that in considering the impact of any commercial use and in appraising its net value, all negative environmental, economic and social impacts be assessed, evaluated and weighed against expected benefits including:
loss or degradation of associated resources including landscapes, water quality, fish, wildlife, habitat, and

loss or degradation of the quality of other uses including but not limited to hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, equestrian use, skiing, camping, and boating. 
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