Regulation of the Captive / Privately Owned Cervids Industry
Whereas, Michigan has a long and proud history of scientific wildlife management by the Department of Natural Resources or its predecessor agencies, resulting in nearly a century of wildlife management programs that have best served the resources, the public and hunters, and
Whereas, the citizens of Michigan overwhelmingly approved and supported the continued scientific management of wildlife resources by approving Proposal G in 1996, and

Whereas, the existence of approximately 740 captive / privately owned cervid facilities in the state create an immediate and real threat to the health of wild cervids in this state through the potential spread of disease, especially Chronic Wasting Disease and Bovine Tuberculosis, requiring that these facilities be stringently regulated and the laws governing these operation be uniformly and effectively enforced, and
Whereas, a comprehensive audit of the captive / privately owned cervids industry conducted by the Department of Natural Resources in 2004 confirmed the existence of many violations and conditions that document the real and immediate threat to native and wild cervids in Michigan, and 
Whereas, experience in other states which have suffered CWD contamination in native herds has proven that if CWD is spread to the wild cervid population in Michigan it will create very serious problems relative to wildlife management, hunter participation and health, DNR budget impacts, and a general negative economic impact throughout the state due to loss of hunting-related revenues, and
Whereas, historical experience in Michigan and other states has proven without a doubt that the captive / privately owned cervids industry is most effectively regulated by a wildlife management agency that has experience and expertise in wildlife management, wildlife diseases, and has an effective and trained law enforcement branch capable of enforcing all laws related to the captive / privately owned cervids industry, and
Whereas, efforts are underway in the legislature and special interest groups to have the regulatory and enforcement activities, and oversight of the captive / privately owned cervids, transferred to the Michigan Department of Agriculture, and

Whereas, through actual experience, and by testimony provided by the Director of the Michigan Department of Agriculture, that agency lacks the necessary expertise and ability to oversee and regulate this industry,

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Michigan United Conservation Clubs strongly opposes the transfer of licensing, inspection and enforcement functions from the MDNR to the MDA. Only the animal health portion of this regulatory program could be properly placed within the Michigan Department of Agriculture, and
Be it further resolved, that the Michigan United Conservation Clubs strongly believes that adequate funding for the regulation of this industry must be appropriated, and that therefore licensing fees paid by all classes of private cervid operations should be raised to reflect much more of the actual cost of running the captive / privately owned cervids program, and 
Be it further resolved, that the Michigan United Conservation Clubs very strongly urges that the recommendations made in the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Final Audit Report be implemented as quickly as possible, that unlawful or inadequate conditions discovered at captive / privately owned cervid facilities be immediately corrected, and that necessary statutory amendments be enacted to correct legal and technical shortcomings in current standards, which were identified in the audit.
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