
Maker of the resolution offered an amendment to resolution No. 15 by substitution of the following resolution. CARRIED.
 
RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT LEGISLATION THAT WOULD PROHIBIT ANY SOUTH FOX ISLAND LAND EXCHANGES. IN FISCAL YEARS 2002 AND 2003.
 
1. WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Mr. David 
2. Johnson have been negotiating land exchanges on South Fox Island since 1996, and 
3. WHEREAS, the DNR proposed a comprehensive exchange involving Federal 
4. interest land; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and National Park Service, and began an 
5. Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and 
6. WHEREAS, the United States Congress ordered the land exchange decision delayed 
7. until after the end of the 2002 fiscal year to give sufficient time to finish the EIS and 
8. adequately inform the public, and 
9. WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson withdrew the comprehensive exchange proposal and the 
10. DNR terminated the EIS, and 
11. WHEREAS, a new non-Federal land exchange was then announced on November 7, 
12. 2001 and approved by DNR Director K.L. Cool on December 7, 2001, and 
13. WHEREAS, the land exchange proposal was not certified by the Attorney General in 
14. a decision stating, “it is my opinion that the commitment does not reflect that 
15. Mirada Ranch, Inc. holds marketable title to the property” and, 
16. WHEREAS, any future proposed public land exchanges on South Fox Island should 
17. allow sufficient time for public response, to the legality and merits of the exchange, 
18. NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Michigan United Conservation 
19. Clubs support legislation that would prohibit approval of any South Fox Island land 
20. exchanges through the end of 2003 and would oppose any land exchange by Director Order 
21. during the same time period.
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