Michigan Resource Stewards

Resolution on the Value of Public Land
Approved, December 5, 2017
WHEREAS:  Michigan is blessed with a rich abundance of public land including the largest state forest system east of the Mississippi River, and

WHEREAS: These public lands provide habitat for a great variety of wildlife which poll after poll shows is of critical importance to Michigan citizens, and

WHEREAS:  Michigan citizens enjoy a multitude of activities on public land including hunting, fishing, boating, canoeing, kayaking, hiking, camping, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, mushrooming, berrypicking, birding, ORV adventures, horseback riding, and other activities too numerous to list, and

WHEREAS: Studies have proven numerous health benefits from outdoor activity including longer lives from outdoor exercise and the fact that children do better socially, academically, and cognitively when they have opportunities to engage in unstructured outdoor play, and

WHEREAS:  The ability to engage in these and other activities represents a birthright and a priceless heritage that benefits the health and welfare of Michigan citizens as documented in many studies, and 

WHEREAS: Public land benefits Michigan’s economy through our estimated $22 billion annual return from tourism,  $20 billion from forest products on DNR-administered public land; $5 billion from hunting and fishing, and other benefits not yet quantified, and

WHEREAS: Property with access to public land generally sells at a premium, and

WHEREAS:  The economic benefits and jobs created thanks to our public lands are not very thoroughly studied and not always given appropriate recognition, and

WHEREAS: The Department of Natural Resources is working with Michigan State University and others to  study the value of and value added to Michigan’s economy by public land, and

WHEREAS: Such studies are important in documenting the importance of public land in economic terms and helping the public and policy makers understand the importance of public land to Michigan citizens and our economy, especially the Michigan Legislature which is charged by our Constitution with protecting our natural resources and requiring reports on public land, and

WHEREAS:  The loss or diminishment of our public land base would lead to irreparable damage to the quality of life enjoyed in Michigan and to our economy, be it therefore 

RESOLVED: That the Michigan Resource Stewards urge our legislature, advocacy groups and policy makers at all levels to support the efforts of the DNR, MSU and others to thoroughly document the value and value added to our economy by public land, and be it further 

RESOLVED:  That the Stewards call upon our legislature, advocacy groups and policy makers at all levels to acknowledge the multiplicity of health benefits, social benefits and other intangible benefits that accrue to Michigan citizens because of our public lands, and be it further

RESOLVED:  That the Stewards call upon the Legislature to assist the DNR in documenting the above referenced values of public land pursuant to the charge given to the Legislature in the Michigan Constitution, Article X, Section 5, to “require annual reports as to such lands from all departments having supervision or control thereof…” and be it further 

RESOLVED:  That the Stewards call upon the Legislature  to protect and maintain our public lands, pursuant to the charge in Article IV, Section 52 of the Michigan Constitution to “provide for the protection of the air, water and other natural resources of the state from pollution impairment and destruction,”  and be it finally 

RESOLVED:  That the Stewards assert that protecting our public land heritage in Michigan is of paramount importance to our citizens for health, quality of life and prosperity, today and for the future. 

Signed:
___________________________________________

Secretary

