MICHIGAN RESOURCE STEWARDS 
RESOLUTION REGARDING SPECIAL YOUTH HUNT FOR SMALL GAME 
Whereas 
Statistics provided by the Wildlife Division (Michigan Department of Natural Resources) prove that deer hunting continues to be the Number One hunting activity in this state with over 91% of the license buying public purchasing deer licenses. Further, the proportion of youths (10 to 19 years old) has remained constant at about 6% since at least the 1970’s. 

And Whereas 
These same hunting statistics clearly demonstrate that small game hunting effort has severely declined since the 1950’s and 1960’s until today only about 39% of the license buying public purchase small game hunting licenses. Further, the percentage of youth hunters has declined from about 8% to about 3% since the 1970’s.
 
DISCUSSION 
To help understand these observations about hunting and hunter numbers we need to examine some factors believed to be behind the obvious changes that have occurred. First, deer populations have increased sharply, especially in the southern third of the state where the majority of Michigan hunters live. Deer in their own back yard, so to speak. Secondly, The Department of Natural Resources has provided liberal hunting regulations, with enough antlerless permits issued that almost insure that each hunter has a good chance to harvest a deer. The growth in archery hunting should be mentioned as playing an important role, too. The license buying public responded and continues to purchase large numbers of deer hunting licenses. 
On the other hand, small game license sales have plummeted since the 50’s and 60’s. The sharp decline in ring-necked pheasants is most often mentioned as the primary cause for the observed loss of small game hunters. However, we believe there are other factors involved. As the state’s human population grows, we become more and more “urbanized.” It is much more difficult for a would be hunter to pick up his firearm, call his dog to his side, and climb over the back fence to pursue pheasants or rabbits. Dogs play an important part in successful small game hunting and it takes year round efforts to raise and train them in our urbanized environment. However, if we want to tackle the problem of declining small game license sales we need to examine the entire problem. 

And Whereas: 
The cottontail rabbit is still found in large numbers in southern Michigan and the snowshoe hare is found in good numbers throughout most of the northern part of the state. Squirrels are locally abundant in many areas of the state. These important wildlife resources are largely under harvested. Large numbers of these game animals can be found on public land, cottontails and squirrels on the 60+ state game and wildlife areas and hares on most of the state forests. 

And Whereas 
There are numerous beagle clubs throughout the state and other hunters who own rabbit hounds, willing and able to promote and hence preserve the sport that means so much to them. Many hunters enjoy squirrel hunting and are willing to share their hunting skills with young people if asked. 
Therefore, Be it Resolved: 
That the Michigan Resource Stewards work through local Michigan United Conservation Clubs, the Michigan Hunter Safety Coordinators, local beagle clubs, and any other organization or individuals, willing to put forth effort so that we are able to offer each and every young hunter getting a hunter safety certificate an opportunity to go on a real hunt either for squirrels or rabbits. Of course, the rabbit hunts will be with well-trained hounds pursuing our largely untapped wildlife resource! These youths will always remember the merry little beagle. hot on the trail of a cottontail or hare!


Approved: At a membership meeting in Clare on June 6th, 2001.
