Resolution of the Michigan Resource Stewards on the proposed sale by Shell Oil of their interests in the Pigeon River Country State Forest
WHEREAS, the important resource values of the Pigeon River Country (PRC) date back to the very roots of the Department of Natural Resources in the 1920s when Michigan’s famous Conservationist, P. S. Lovejoy, wrote about the “Big Wild feel and flavor of the Pigeon River”;  and

WHEREAS, the most significant land use controversy of the lat 50 years involved oil and gas development of the Pigeon River Country, resulting in a “Concept of Management” (1973) for the Pigeon River Country, thus it became policy “to manage and control activities so that those activities which are permitted are in keeping with the unique and wild character of the Pigeon River Country’ and to protect the area from overuse and overdevelopment”;  and

WHEREAS, after years of controversy limited oil and gas development has been permitted under special plans, agreements (consent order and settlement agreement, 1980) and promises;  and

WHEREAS, all these plans and agreements are to result in rapid and safe extraction of the oil and gas resources of the PRC to achieve an early as feasible end to production and then final restoration of sites;  and

WHEREAS, Shell Oil is the Unit Operator for the duration of oil and gas production in keeping with all plans, agreements and promises through to final restoration;  and

WHEREAS, Shell Oil has made it known that they intend to sell their Michigan interests some time during the next year; and

THEREFORE, let it be resolved that the Michigan Resource Stewards calls for Shell Oil to complete all plans, fulfill all agreements and keep all promises regarding the PRC prior to selling their Michigan interests; and

FURTHERMORE, let it be resolved that if Shell Oil proposes to sell their interests instead of fulfilling their responsibilities in the PRC they must demonstrate / prove that all plans, agreements and promises will be kept or met in a full and timely manner.
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